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« NEW SERIES PRICE 5p 


subnormality hospitals. 


@ THE duties of being the Society s Direc- 


hadi aah Satie 


tor are many and varied but the least 
_ onerous and most pleasant are those which 
involve visiting the Society’s schools and 


centres throughout the country. Here our 
Director James Loring, newly awarded the 


-CBE, takes a break ant the routine and 


plants an oak sapling in the grounds of a 
school. 


Responsibility for the play scheme project 
will be a shared venture with the Save the 
Children Fund and the National Society for 
Mentally Handicapped Children. The Spastics 
Society and NSMHC have each promised to 


= 
S "HATA 


>E. for 


contribute £10,000. 


JANUARY, 1979 


The play schemes are intended to stimulate 
children and staff, and to introduce them to 


new ideas and activities. They will be started 


years. 


Director 


RECOGNITION of many years of 
devoted service to the cause of the 
handicapped came to James Loring, 
Director of The Spastics Society, 
with the award of the CBE in the 


New Year’s Honours List. 

Since the award: was announced, con- 
gratulations have poured into Mr Loring’s 
office -at the Seciety’s London _ head- 
quarters. They have come from leaders of 
other charities and voluntary organisa- 
tions, from MP’s, medical and educational 
bodies, and from local group members and 
from spastic people and their parents. 

The tide of good wishes might be 
summed up in. the words of Mr Alf 
Morris, MP, Minister for the Disabled, 
who sent ‘warmest congratulations on this 
well deserved recognition of your work.’ 

The award comes at a time when Mr 
Loring and the Sgciety are very much in 
the public eye because of the maximum 
effort ‘Save a Baby’ campaign. Since the 
campaign was launched early in 1978, Mr 
Loring has been tireless in his efforts to 
press home to the Government and the 
public the. tragic facts about the unneces- 
sary deaths and handicaps suffered by 
babies in Britain, and the measures which 
are needed to halt this tragic toll. 

Mr Loring is a Chartered Secretary who 
read economics at the University of Lon- 
don. He served in the RAF from 1939 to 
1946. and his. last appointment in his 
Service career was as Commanding Officer 
of the sRAF: station at Shanghai. . After 
employment as Company Secretary to a 


Cont. on Page 12 


only in hospitals which guarantee to take over 
the running of the projects after the pre- 
liminary period of approximately one to two 


The three organisations are hoping. that the 
DHSS may make a grant towards the running costs 


The ‘Save a Baby’ petition 


LET’S 


tion forms in NOW!’ 


Government. 


‘| believe a lot of 
forms are being stored 
behind the clock on the 
mantelpiece or in a 
sideboard drawer, to 


say nothing of the 
kitchen table from the 
number of coffee stains 
embellishing 
forms coming in,’ said 


AKE ITA 
MILLION! — 


‘SAVE a Baby’ Petitions Organiser Anne Dillon 
has a plea of her own: ‘Send your completed peti- 
For Anne estimates that 
_ already three-quarters of a million signatures have 
been collected throughout the country and with 
one last concerted effort the number could easily 
top a million when the petition closes at the end 
of March. Then it will be presented to the 


Anne. It does not mat- 
ter whether the forms 
are completely filled 
in with signatures or 
not — the important 
thing now is to get 
them to the Petition 
HQ in London. 


some 


Already thousands of sig- 
natures are stored in a 
corner of her. office 
among them that of the 
Duchess of Kent, the 
Society’s Patron: Len Mur- 
ray, General Secretary of 
the TUC: Moss Evans, 
leader of Britain’s biggest 
union; and’ Sir John Meth- 
ven, Director-General of 
the Confederation of 
British Industries. 

‘Both sides of industry 
have contributed their sig- 
natures—now it is the turn 
of the general public. 
Already the Clerk of Peti- 
tions at Westminster has 
told us that ours is one of 
the largest petitions ever 
organised. 

‘I don’t think the Society 


should underestimate its 

7 - J 
value for it has been suc- 
cessful in communicating 


the message of the “Save a 
Baby” campaign in a way 


Cont. on Page 4 
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Playtime plan for Year of the Child 


ree Spastics Society is celebrating the Inter- 
national Year of the Child in 1979 by helping 
to set up play schemes for children in long-stay 


of a mobile training unit, providing in-service train- 
ing for staff, which would also bring parents of handi- 
capped children and professional workers from the 
community into. the hospitals. 
unit, estimated at £14,000, would be raised by the 


three organisations. 


Over 200 organisations in the United Kingdom 
are planning special activities for the 1979 Inter- 
national Year of the Child, which commemorates the 
20th anniversary of the UN Declaration of the Rights 


of the Child. 


ERNEST Barnes is ‘a very 


willing guinea pig’ as he 


uses his one sure and steady 
arm to tackle the day to 
day chores which are all 
part of the training - and 
assessment programme in 
independent living taking 


place at the Society’s 
Broadstones Hostel, Bir- 
mingham. a 


A 12-week stay in one of 
the two converted flatlets 
at Broadstones _ provides 


applicants for The Spastics 


Spastics 
Society 


Capital cost of the 
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Society's Milton Keynes 


project with first hand ex- se . 


perience of cooking, ' shop- 
ping and housekeeping for 
themselves, after years of 
communal living. 

Also taking part in the 
experiment 
Eppstein, left, a resident at 
the Society's Princess 
Marina Centre. ‘It's a very 
imaginative scheme and its 


success depends on those 


who take part in it, says 
Michael. 


Full story on Page 5. 


propelling. 


TAILOR-MADE FOR 
THE SPASTIC CHILD 


The Avon comes in three different sizes, with a choice of 
chassis - for indoors or outdoors, pusher or self-_ 


Tilt angle is adjustable up to 35°, footrest extendable td 


any leg length. 


_ The long list of accessories fits the chair to the child ~ 
including velcro-attached side panels and shoulder 
wings, hammock seat; hydrocephalic back, moulded tray. 


Write for full details to: 


Newton Aids lid. 


Dept N31/SN 

Freepost 7 (no stamp required) 
London WIE 4EZ 

Telephone 01-637 3911 @ 


SN Jani 


was Michael 


& 


2 SPASTICS NEWS 


Phe fund 


raisers 


A TOTAL of £55 was raised 
for spastics by the Bailey 
family: of Norton, Doncaster, 
when they turned their High 
Street home-over to a jumble 
‘sale. The sale has become an 
annual event for the family. 


Ease 
A JUMBLE sale organised by 
ehildren raised £14. for the 


Middlesborough branch of The 
Spastics Society. 


ROCKVILLE House, the day 
care centre -for the severely 
handicapped: at Plymstock, is 
to benefit .from ~ an -inter- 
county darts — tournament 
organised by the BBC ‘Morning 
Sou West» programme and the 
Spastics Pool. For the second 
year running Cornwall beat 
Devon. 


1 


CUSTOMERS of the Jovial 
Friar public house, Sunder- 
land, have ‘collected £600 for 
the Sunderland Spastics 
Society. The money will be 
used to provide parties and 


entertainments for people 
attending the group’s day 
centre. 

ane 


CUSTOMERS of the Seagull 
Public House. St Osyth, Essex, 
have raised £310 for the 
Society's Jacques Hall adult 
residential centre. 


A CHARITY night organised 
by Mr Tommy Jubb at the 
Fiesta Night Club, and spon- 
sored by Hills Doors, Stock- 
ton, raised £391 for Cleveland 
-Spastics Society. 


MRS Winifred Jones, who has 
a ‘spastics window’ at~ her 
shop in Curzon Road, Bourne- 
mouth, has raised-£1,400 for 
the Dorset- Spastics Society. 


aes 
A ‘FASHION affair’ show held 
by Grant-Warden> of: Walton- 


_on-Thames,- Surrey. has raised 
£1,000° for the White Lodge 


Centre: for spastic. children,” 


Chertsey. 


ss 


A lead 
from the 
_ Mayor 


THE Lord Mayor of Liver- 
pool, Councillor Ruth Dean, 
has held a reception for the 
Society’s ‘Save a Baby’ cam- 
paign. Guests at the Town 
Hall were addressed by 
Michael Brophy, the Society's 
Director of Fund Raising, who 
stressed the important part that 
could be played by the City 
of Liverpool, and~told of the 
advancements: made in ‘other 
countries in .reducing handi- 
cap, and how Great Britain 
—and indeed Liverpool—were 
hanging behind. 

Senior regional officer for 
the North West, Nigel Smith, 
and his staff were also on hand 
to discuss the. campaign with 


the guests. 


HAWKER SIDDELEY 


with world-wide sales and service 


DOSCO 
Overseas Engineering 
Limited 


Manufacturers of Mining and Tunnelling Machinery 


Wish continued success to 
- The Spastics Organisation 


DOSCO OVERSEAS ENGINEERING LIMITED 


OLLERTON ROAD, TUXFORD, NR NEWARK, NOTTINGHAMSHIRE, 
ENGLAND. TELEPHONE: TUXFORD 870621/6 


Hawker Siddeley Group supplies electrical and mechanical equipment 
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AMESBURY CS 
WALKING AID 


Designed to teach 
children to walk 
through all stages 
of development. 
Fully adjustable. 
Made in two sizes. 


Send for details on 
this range and other 
products, 

Please ref SN97. 


One of many 
Amesbury products 
now available from 


Radley Road Industrial Estate, 


Joncare Abingdon, Oxon Te! (0235) 28120 
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PICTURE shows some of 
the youngsters who so im- 
pressed our readers when 
they took part in 
National Spastics Gym- 
khana at the Palace’s Royal 
Riding School. This is the 
team from the Society’s 
Thomas Delarue School. 


the 


culties. 


Spastics News. 
Mrs G. Smith, Cheshire. 
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...now for the good news 


To the Editor of Spastics News. + 


HOW pleasant it was to pick up my December copy 
of Spastics News and—after reading 
violence, strife, crime and trouble int 
jJaily—to turn to the good news in your paper. 
was a tonic on-a cold, miserable day! 

Every page told me of the work 
volunteers: of the way in which 
are being helped, but what truly impressed me were 
the articles about the efforts of spastic people to 
make the best-of their lives in spite of dreadful diffi- 
The pictures of the young spastic people 
taking part in the gymkhana at 
summed up what I am trying to say. 
‘pleasures and enthusiasm conveyed in 
and I only wish that all our country’s able-bodied 
youngsters showed the same spirit. : 

I suppose it is inevitable that most of the stories 
in the newspapers are bad news, but what a shame 
they den’t devote at least one page a 
good news? They would find a lot of it in our own 


Yes Mrs Smith, there is a lot of good mews 
about. Every item on this page, for instance, Is very 
good news indeed.—Editor. 
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about strikes, 


hat «morning's 
It 


of dedicated 
handicapped people 


Buckingham Palace 
There was such 
the pictures 


day to the 


one-off payment of 


abled children. 
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It’s the milk of 
human kindness 


MILKMEN from Fenstanton depot in Cambridgeshire 
have handed over a bonus to charity. 

More than 80 Union members of the dairy each received a 
£5.60 to 
caused when a change was made in the shape of the bottles used. 
The men held a mass meeting and decided to give the 
money to the Society's Meldreth Manor School and other dis- 


compensate for inconvenience 


The therapy read 


THE first mobile physio- 
therapy unit run by The 
Spastics Society was 
recently handed over to the 
Sunderland area health 
authority at the Sunderland 
Spastics Society’s work 
centre. 

The unit was to have 
been in operation for three 
years before handover, but 
has proved such a success 
it has been taken over by 
the area health authority a 
year early. 

The mobile therapy scheme 
provides physiotherapy for 
pre-school spastic children in 
their own homes*in Sunder- 
land. Therapy in this age 


group is very important, and 
when the children are treated 
at home, -they’ are more 
relaxed, and the difficulties 
and costs . of 
parents and children to hospi- 
tals is eliminated. As a‘result 
the physiotherapist’s time is 
more profitably. -used; and 
over a period of time she can 
control and monitor treatment 
of a large number of children. 
Sometimes it is more con- 
venient for parents and child- 
ren. to. visit’ a’ local centre, in 


which case the unit calls there | 


to. give treatment. 
The mobile unit saves time 


ee Neneeeecteane®: 


show 


and money—which makes the 
idea attractive to area health 
authorities—but it also gives 
personal service to parents 
and children. The success of 
the unit is not only proved by 
the early take-over by Sunder- 
land area health authority, but 
also that Doncaster AHA has 


now given approval for a 
similar unit in its area. Dur- 
ham is also considering a 


similar project, and two more 
are in operation—one in the 
South East and one in North 
Wales. 


THE -handover of the 


Taking care to the children — 


mobile therapy unit to the 
Sunderland. area_ health 
authority, after the success- 


ful pilot scheme. Pictured 


from left to right are: Mr I. 
Croft, regional officer; Mr 
A. R. Tapster, regional 
social worker; Mr P. Day, 
chairman, North Regional 
Committee; Coun J. S. 
McGrath, chairman, 
Sunderland AHA; Mr D. 
Hewet, chairman, Sunder- 
land and District Spastics 
Society; Mrs A. Finlayson, 
physiotherapist. 
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Dockers 
help on 


save 
babics 


WHEN Liverpool dockers 
found themseives being 
owed £18,000 worth of 
back pay, part of a pay 
award. which Union 
officials discovered had not 
been implemented, they 
voted unanimously to 
spend it ali af once, in a 
very generous gesture. 

The overdue pay award 
worked out at around £12 
each for 1,560 men and the 
dockers decided io give it 
all to the doctors, in par- 
ticular to those doctors 
specialising in the care of 
children and babies. 

The whole £18,000 © was 
handed over at Liverpool's 
Transport House. The Royal 
Liverpool Children’s Hospital 
got £4,000; Alder Hey Chiid- 


-ren’s Hospital got £1,060 and 


money also went to blind and 
handicapped children. 

Among those whho collected 
cheques was Mr Edward Parry, 
consultant gynaecologist at St 
Catherine’s Hospital, who. 
received £200. 

‘This will go towards buy- 
ing a machine which monitors 
babies’ heart-heats,’ he 
explained. ‘It will goa long 
way in saving many babies 
from brain damage.’ 

Mr Parry added: 
dockers are marvellous. They 
gave me the money, a hot 
sausage roll, a hot cup of tea 
and a warm welcome.’ 


Their four 
year price 
freeze 


Valley 
Group of the Disabled 
Drivers’ Association says 
there will be no increase in’ 
1979 for the weekly rental 


‘The 


of its mobile holiday home | 


at Selsey.,,-Sussex.>: For the 


fourth consecutive year the ~ 
charges have remained un- 


changed. 
Members. and. friends have 
cared for the home through- 


out the season ensuring that - 


essential maintenance is 
carried out with the minimum 
of delay. The costs of major 


repairs and replacements have: 


been met by various fund-rais 


ing efforts and donations and: 


not passed on to those hiring 
the mobile home. : 


The mobile home, designed 


and fully equipped for people 
in wheelchairs, is available for 
hire from -spring until 
autumn. Early and late sea- 
son hire charges are £12 per 
week plus VAT. Summer sea- 
son £28 per week plus VAT. 

Further information from 
Mrs J. Richardson, 9 The 
Haven, Thompson Avenue, 
Richmond, Surrey, Tel 01-876 
6240. 


transporting | 


LTD 


PRODUCTS 


Make your car a transport of delight. Our Bispoke 


Tailored Seat Covers are unique in their 
quality and range. We also manufacture stretch 
covers, tailored carpets, steering-wheel gloves 
vinyl roofs, insulation kits. 


“All our products are available through Halfords Accessories shops and garages 


tah Mill, Huddersfield Road, Brighouse HD6 1BT 
ek: Brighouse 0484 (STD) 710126 


- TRADE ENQUIRIES ARE INVITED 
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Nancy Tuft reports 


_ TWO and a half years ago, four physically handi- 
__ Capped married couples who had taken the brave 
plunge into parenthood met together for a whole 
_ weekend in order to share their experiences of 
BS bringing up their babies, sometimes against a 
_. background: of opposition from disapproving 
_ families and friends. 

a This residential family weekend for disabled first- 
time parents took place at The Spastics Society’s Family 
» Services and Assessment Centre in Fitzroy Square, Lon- 
_ don, and was arranged. by social workers Jane Thomson 
and Ruth Nixon. Spastics News was there as well and we 
_ told readers. about the difficulties facing these families in 
the issue of June 1976. 


4 Coping with the 
new problems 


se 


_ story, two and a half years further on. 

a Just before Christmas, the same group of 
families met together yet again at Fitzroy Square. 
- The children are no longer babies and toddlers. 
_ They are three and four years. of age, going to 


_hursery or playgroups, and almost ready to stxt 
school. 


ys 
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With the children out of nappies, and well past the 
_ teething, toddling, trying stage which the majority of 
_ parents find the most exhausting period of all, surely the 
_ most difficult part was over? Don’t you believe it, we 
were told by everyone there. There are still plenty of 
problems, onty now they’re different ones. However, in 
_ spite of new and different problems, all four couples 
_ seemed to be surviving the wear and tear of real-life 
_ mothers and fathers. In fact parenthood was proving so 
popular that two of the mums, Lee Reeves and Sue 
_ Jamieson, were pregnant again... 


Another baby for 


Lee and Ken 


oe WE 

_ LEE and Ken Reeves plus 
Paul, who is three. Another 
baby is due very shortly. 
‘A few people look at 
you in amazement, especi- 
ally now I’m having 
_ another one. 

“Other children’s parents 
are the ones you have to 
convince ... in the school 


notice when I -tell them, 
no, it wouldn't be.’ 

Lee did once suggest a 
sharing arrangement 
‘but it didn’t work out and 
I felt a bit put out. I don’t 
think they fully understood. 
They dont know what 
you're capable of.’ 

Lee says she feels much 


holidays I’ve often had more confident this time 
other children plaving regarding handling the 
along with Paul in our gar- baby. However there is 


den. But I’ve noticed that 
if the weather is bad those 
‘mothers aren't at all keen 
for their children to come 


an additional problem now 
they are in a house because 
of the stairs. When Paul 
was a baby they lived in a 


into my house to play flat, and Lee would use a 
‘indoors... “It'll be too © pushchair to. wheel him 
much for you they from room to room as she 
Say, and they take no did the housework, 


‘ Now it’s time for the next chapter in the 
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left and Jane Thomson right. 


‘Keeping up’ with 


DOREEN and David 
Edwards with Spencer who 
is now four. 

Keeping up with Spen- 
cer, an early riser who has 
now grown out of his mid- 
day sleep, is an exhausting 
business but -a common 
problem as Doreen.-realises 
from her course on the 
pre-school child which 
she’s just finished with the 
Open University. . Dereen 
takes her turn along with 


their little boy: 


the other mothers on the 


afternoon nursery rota 
supervising sand and water 
play. 


‘Spencer accepts that 
we're slow but he can’t 
understand why other 


adults don’t always under- 
stand. He’s forever asking 
questions and I try to 
explain to him as best I 
can, things like oe ea 
Daddy does talk funny, but 
that doesn’t mean. he’s 
deaf.’ 


- 


®@THE happy families gather at the Society’s Family Services and Assess 
Square, London, to compare notes on brin 
Their combined progress report might read: 
future.’ Two of the Societ 
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_ Disabled parents and their children, still . . . 


ment Centre in Fitzroy 


ging up children when the parents are handicapped. 
“We have coped so far, and we are confident for the 
y’s social workers are pictured with them. Ruth Nixon on the extreme 


‘Not such an 


oddball after all’ 


with Davina who is now 
four and starting school at 
Easter. 

“When we first had 
Davina, we didn’t know 
how many other disabled 
parents there were. We had 
absolutely no idea. Meet- 
ing together like this and 
talking has been a great 
help,’ says Alan. 

Gwen is only able to 
use one hand and Alan 
relates how, when Davina 
was a baby she seemed to 


GWEN and Alan Storrow 


instinctively respond to this 
by staying still for nappy 
changing. 

‘She likes to help now, 
but then you don’t want to 
rely too much on the child 
all the time. 

‘A lot of what you 
think are your problems 
turn out to be everybody's 
after all. You talk to your 
next door neighbours, and 
they say something like, 
“Well, my Johnny’s just 
the same.” It makes you 
feel you’re not such an 
oddball after all. 


‘I want to be treated the same as 
other mothers’ 


BOB and Sue Jamieson, 
both wheelchair users, are 
now expecting another 
baby who will be company 
for Mark, now aged three. 
They live in a bungalow in 
Basildon with a garden, 
and they have the services 
ot a home help. 

Sue has a car in which 
she takes Mark to play- 
group, but this does mean 
she misses out .on- the 
natural opportunities te 


get to know the other 
mothers better by casually 
walking along the road 
together when they collect 
the children. 

‘At playgroup most of 
the mothers stick together. 
I want to be treated the 
same and only a= few 
people out of all of then 
treat me as if I had any 
intelligence. 


‘Mark gets frustrated 
and impatient sometimes 


because I can’t do things 
fast.’ 
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Mrs Helene Allix, one of 
the founder members of the 
Jersey Spastics Society who 
is still on the committee, 
was presented with a 
bouquet by The Spastics 
Seciety’s Chairman, Dor- 
rien Belson, on his recent 
visit to Jersey to celebrate 
the group’s silver jubilee. 

In her speech Jersey 
Chairman Mrs _ Linda 
Smith commented on the 
important role which Mrs 
Allix had played in the 


Jersey Society, together 
with another founder mem- 
ber, Mrs Helen Filleul. 


sthe welfare of chronically sick 


Welfare Bill: 
February date 


MR.-Edwin. Wainwright (Lab, 
Dearne Valley), who drew a 
place in the ballot for Private 
Members’ Bills, has introduced 
the Chronically Sick and Dis- 


abled Persons (Amendment) 
Bill. 
The Bill is designed ‘to 


make provision in respect of 


and disabled persons.’ 
It is due for Second Read- 
ing in the Commons on Feb- 


ruary 2. 


‘students. 


A new 
career 
for Anne 


THE name Anne Plum- 
mer is a familiar one to 
Spastics News readers. It 
appeared on _ countless 
feature articles and inter- 
views as our longest-sery- 
ing staff member sought 
out the people who had. 


something of value to 
report. The wedding day 
picture right shows our 


Anne Plummer becoming 
Mrs Colin Mills—a happy 
day for them but a sad one 
for us because it meant 
Anne was leaving The 
Spastics Society after 21 
years. During most of that 
time she has been on 
Spastics News. 

Anne and Colin, a civil 
servant, met at a social 
club for Open University 
They were 
married in Buckingham- 
shire just before Christmas, 
and now’ Anne _ has 
embarked on the new 
career of working wile. 
She is freelancing, acting 
as publicity officer for an 
historical society, studying 
for her OU degree (just one 
more credit to go), and of 
course, looking after home 
and-husband. She left the 
Society on a wave of gilts 
and tributes from all 
departments who so admire 
this hardworking and talen- 
ted writer who has never 
let her spastic condition 
stop her from achieving so 
many ambitions. 
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HANDICAPPED people in the North of England have 
lost an eminent friend with the death of Professor Aron 
Holvel, Dean of Postgraduate Medical Studies: and 
Emeritus Professor of Child Health at the University of 


Manchester, and Chairman of the Greater Manchester 
Joint Advisory Committee on Cerebral Palsy. 


Dr Ben Epstein writes: 


WITH the death of Aron 
Holzel the world has lost a 
great paediatrician and a 
great man. History tends 
to emphasise deeds.- of 
valour on the battlefields, 
where success is imme- 
diately discernable. Less 
obvious is the achievement 
of those working quietly 
and indefatigably to alle- 
viate the suffering to which 
mankind is heir. In the 
field of medicine enormous 
strides have: been made 
during the past hundred 
years: knowledge has been 
acquired which has trans- 
formed our lives. The dis- 
covery of bacteria and 
viruses has resulted in vast 
improvements in public 
health. Antibiotics have 
saved millions of lives, and 
biochemistry has explained 
some. puzzling processes. 
We owe this progress to 
large numbers of research 
workers, many of whom 
remain unknown to. the 
general public. 

In. Aron Holzel we had 
a man who was apprecia- 
ted not only by his col- 
leagues, but by all who 
knew him. He’ radiated 
goodwill, and kindliness: 
to this facet the notices in 
medical journals, and in 
the daily press, testify. The 
history of Aron Holzel is 
typical of many Jews who 
found refuge in this 
country during the years of 
the Nazi aggression on the 
continent. He was a bril- 
liant student and a dis- 
tinguished lecturer in 
Prague. He arrived in this 
country in 1939, at the age 
of 30 years. He imme- 
diately offered his services 
to further the war effort. 

After the war Aron Holzel 
became a university don: he 
was a paediatrician, with the 
care of children as his main 
But in teaching 
students he demonstrated in 
his modest and quiet. manner 
just how important it was to 
accord to the poorest in the 
land the same dignity and con- 
sideration accorded to the 
more fortunate: His researches 
in metabolic diseases and 
allergies attracted worldwide 
attention. His scientific publi- 
cations Were numerous, and he 
edited and contributed to a 
number of important medical 
books. His greatest interest 
was in chronic diseases of 
children — the allergies, the 
malabsorption syndrome, in- 
cluding cystic fibrosis, and the 


problem of brain injured 
children. He was for years one 
of the mainstays of the Greater 
Manchester Joint. Advisory 
Council for Cerebral Palsy, 
and in the past three _ years 
was- its chairman. Only a 
few months ago he, together 
with The _-Spastics Society, 
organised a symposium on the 
brain-injured child as part of 
the effort of this Society to 
lessen the incidence of brain 
injury in the newborn in the 
United Kingdom. This sym- 
posium .was held in the 
Medical School of the Univer- 
sity of Manchester, and 
brought together experts in 
the various disciplines con- 
cerned with these children. 
His support behind the scenes 
of the various cerebral palsy 
schools of Greater Manchester 
was of immense help to them, 
and particularly to Pictor 
School. where he was the 
consultant. He encouraged 
his wife, Frieda, herself a 
paediatrician, in her pioneer 
and extremely useful studies on 
sensory and perceptual prob- 
lems of the brain-injured child. 
According to Jewish law a 
physician is charged 
‘to be the custodian at the 
side of the sick at all times 
of his need, night and day; 
‘to watch verily over the life 
of man even from _his 
mother’s womb, and let his 
welfare always be the phy- 
sician’s concern; 
‘to help the sick, base or 
honourable, stranger, alien, 
or citizen, because he is 
sick; 
‘to seek to fathom the soul 
of the sick to restore his 
spirit, through understand- 
ing and compassion.’ 
Because Aron Holzel 
followed these precepts, he 
was truly the -beloved 
paediatrician and phy- 
sician. 


NIGEL Smith, The Spas- 
tics Society’s Senior 
Regional. Officer, North 
West, writes: 

I would like to endorse all 
that Dr Epstein has written 
about Aron Holzel, and add 
a few words of my own. I 
count myself’ very fortunate 
that for the past three years 


| had the privilege of working © 


with Professor - Holzel on 
several projects, I shall always 
remember his friendship. and 
support, his encouragement 
and his constructive criticism, 
his optimism: and’: his 
humanity. Aron Holzel 
remained a. young man at 


heart. full of new ideas of his: 


own, and encouraging younger 


has not been 


‘Man of humanity’ 
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Cont. from Page 1 
Make | 
ake it 
oppe ; 
a million 
that has made people want | ~ 
to get involved. ot 
‘ve had bunches of 
petition forms sent in by 
Moss Evans. personally —, 
the whole Trade Union 
movement is’ SO interested » 
in what the». campaign: —— 
means that it is undertaking. 
its own study of health. 
standards. It is the same 
with other big organisa~ — 
tions: If. we had gone to.) 7g 


them asking for money we — 
might have got a fiver and= 


* 
+ 


been forgotten. [nstead 
we have asked them for: 


their personal endorsement =~ 
and the response has been 
fantastic. ; 

‘Some of the letters have — 
been very. touching — a- 
woman wrote from Singa-. 
pore saying .that; she had 
already had two mis- 
carriages but the campaign 
gave her a ray of- hope as 
she waited for the third 
time. 5 

‘Even groups fundamen- 
tally opposed . to. each 
others’ aims such as_ the 
Childbirth Trust: and the 
Pro-Abortion League have 
taken petition forms. The 
only opposition shown has 
been by people concerned 
about the abortion issue 
and once their fears have — 
been allayed on that score 
they are very happy to 
help. 

‘Because of the legal 
issues involved the petition — 
mentioned 
publicly in the same breath 
as the campaign otherwise 
I am sure we could have — 
reached our original objec- 
tive of five million signa- 
tures. As ait ‘1s,;-L_sent “OUGses 
enough forms which, filled | 
in, would’ havé given us — 
10,000,000! a 

‘It - has been hard work 7 
for some of the regional — 
offices but, despite this, the 
South West Region has — 
managed to come up with 
22,000 signatures. London 
is notoriously difficult to — 
collect signatures in be- — 
cause it is so much lessofa 
community. Alreadya | 
group is being formed in 
the North East because — 
people heard’ of the — 
Society’s work for the first 
time through the petition. 

“Anyone who has helped — 
with the petition. should — 
feel that they have made a _ 
very real contribution to 
the Society’s work. = . 2am 

The address to which 
petition forms should B® 
forwarded as soon as pos- 
sible is: Anne Dillon, 12 
Park Crescent, London — 
WIN 4EQ. - 
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people with theirs. 


_If Aron Holzel’s  profes- _ 
sional eminence -is_ best 
summed up by glancing at 
the professional honou rs. 
heaped upon him, his 
humanity and humility was 
best summed up by the Rev 
Tate, of Booth Hall Hospital, 
who said that his strongest 
memory of Aron Holzel will 
be ‘A smile and a nod.” In_ 
the words of Shakespeare 
printed in the programme for 
Professor Holzel’s Memorial 
Tribute, — : “4 

“His life was gentle and the 
elements so mixed in him that 
Nature might stand up, and_ 
say to the world, “This was a. 
Man”? 
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was a 
shared responsibility with 
Judith returning from the 
Re spermarket with a heavily 


~ daden bag for Ernie to 


unpack. 


Spastics News 


reports on 


a human 


experiment 


~ YOU just don’t know 
what you can do until 


you try — and so many 
disabled people in resi- 


dential care never have 


a chance to even try. 
That’s the message 
that comes over loud 
and clear after meeting 
Judith Warren, Ernest 
Barnes and Michael 
Eppstein, the first 
volunteers to be put 
through the training 
programme aimed at 
independent living 
which is_ currently 
taking place at The 
Spastics Society’s 
Broadstones Hostel, 


Birmingham. 
Two flats, one single and 


THE FREEDOM 
BUGGY 


A vehicle for the 
disabled without that 
‘ministrified’ look. 
That's the Freedom © 
Buggy. It incorp- 
orates modern, 
attractive styling 
with versatility, 
mobility and safety. 


up to 5” high, travel at 
speeds of up to 4. miles 


them. . 

Above all else the 
Freedom Buggy at last 
brings vehicles for the 


Telephone or write 
for colour brochure: 


@lhomsas 
Automatics 


Tel: (0609) 67611 


A new dimension 
INmMobilily 


It will mount kerbs of 


per hour, is cheap to run 
and is fitted with a socket 
for re-charging the batteries 
without having to remove 


disabled into todays world. 


Thomas Automatics Co. Ltd. 
Belton Road West, Loughborough, Leicestershire, LE11 OTR 


one double, have been con- 
verted at Broadstones into 
self-contained accommoda- 
tion so that applicants for 
the Society’s Milton 
Keynes project, a unique 
mixed housing scheme, can 
take part in a prior train- 
ing and assessment  pro- 
gramme to help decide 
whether or not they will 
feel able to cope with liv- 
ing on their own. 

‘We were very willing 
guinea pigs, explains 
Ernest, who for the past 20 
years or so _ has. been 
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Could they cope 


in homes of their 


own? Michael, 
Judith and Ernie 
became... 


‘Very willing 
oulnea pigs’ 


® CO-ORDINATING kitchen tasks like the washing up 
quickly became routine for Judith Warren and Ernest 
Barnes, residents at Drummonds Centre for the past 20 
years. Their stay at Broadstones was the first time they 
had ever had the opportunity to look after themselves. 


® JUDITH, who is light and quick on her feet, found she 
could cope with some jobs like bed-making much more 
easily than others. 


Stannah Silver Fall, tha budget Stairlift 

delivered from stock and Installed ina 

few hours without builder's mess, Takes 

incredibly little space — no separate motor 
nd little or no overrun required at top or 

bottom. Folds away to leave stairs clear 

for normal use. Silver Rail gives continued 


freedom and avoids a move or a oostly 
home conversion Also available — the 
Stannah Golden Rail — with curved travel, 
Slebelotstaletatet total labeled a taleriaidetstetede 
(To Stannah Lifts, Dept. S.R,, Watt Close, 5 
1 East Portway, Andover, Hants. ’ 
i Tel: 0264 64311 @: 
'Send me your Stairlift systems brochure. ' 
B I Naftevsinvnmannne ac ccontntcaalee 
; i 
Address vissse Sa sanennannenenensenee ’ wl 
compact Be mat 
(unsiasunsuscececceit) 


versatile 
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® LIVING alone is another aspect of independent living 
which has to be coped with. Luckily Michael has lots of 
interests like his music, and he now feels that he can be 
alone without necessarily feeling lonely. 


Learning to be alone 
— hut not lonely 


There’s a lot more to 
independent survival than 
getting through the daily 
chores with the minimum 
of help. While Judith and 
Ernie had each _ others’ 
company, independent liy- 
ing for Michael Eppstein, a 
resident of the Princess 
Marina Centre in Bucking- 
hamshire for many years, 
will inevitably mean living 
alone, a complete contrast 
to the communal life oi 
residential care. 

Michael, who wrote a 
letter asking to part part in 
the training programme, 
feels however that he’s 
now proved that he can 
be alone, without being 
necessarily lonely. He reads 
a lot, and is very fond of 
music, which he_ has 
already studied up to A 
level. He writes occasional 
articles, is interested in 
photography and has 
travelled abroad, spending 
a month’s holiday last 
year in Barbados. 

Being athetoid Michael 
needs more help with cook- 
ing than Judith or Ernie. 


Even so, since staying in 
the Broadstones  flatlet, 
Michael has also. dis- 


covered that he can do far 
more for himself than ever 
he realised before. Wheel- 
chair shopping for example 
was a completely new 
experience which Michael 
described as ‘jumping in at 
the deep end... your mind 
goes an absolute blank 
until you get used to it. 
‘I really wanted to give 


this a go,’ said Michael. 
‘Its a very imaginative 
scheme and its success 


depends on those who take 
part in it. So it’s up to us,’ 
he added. 


PREGNANCY 
TESTING 


British Pregnancy Advisory 
Service is a non-profit making 
registered Charitable Trust, 


Birmingham 021-643 1467 
Bournemouth 02016 77720 
Brighton 0273 509726 
Cardiff 0222 372389 
Chester 
Glasgow 
Leeds 
Liverpool 
London 
Mancheste) 
Sheffield 


061-236 7777 
0742 738326 


SN Jan8 


$ 


PYE TELECOMMUNICATIONS LIMITED 


hear, there and 


everywhere 
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‘Emotional blackmail’ in _ British date for 


the appealing tea bags? 


month’s Spastics News will 
already know, five million 


“EMOTIONAL _ black- 
nail to promote sales 


. packets of Lyons top- 
of tea bags’ was how  ¢elling Quick Brew are 
Sane irate Daily Mirror currently carrying an 
~eader put down Lyons appeal for the ‘Save a 


Baby’ campaign, together 


Tetley’s involvement in : 
with a special money-ofl- 


Tetiey’s will make a con- 


tribution towards further 
research aimed at the 
elimination of — cerebral 


palsy and other handicaps. 

The disgusted ‘Mirror’ 
reader felt strongly that if 
Lyons Tetley had real com- 


The Spastics Society 
however says It is only too 
pleased for the “Save a 


Baby’ campaign to be so 
widely publicised in stores 


and. supermarkets every- 
where. 
‘Advertising on this 


disabled riders 


AFTER Paris in 1974, and Basle in 1976, the = 
Kingdom has been chosen to host the 3rd aoe pee 
Conference on Riding for the Disabled in 1979. It we 
take place at Warwick University and at the National 
Equestrian Centre in Kenilworth, Warwickshire, trom 
September 24 to 27. 

Application forms and preliminary programme are 
now available from the International Conference Secre- 
Association, Avenue ‘R, 


tary, Riding for the Disabled 


| 
che Society's ‘Save a scale would cost millions, | 


; ; « next-purchase coupon. For passion, the firm would ? llior pleat Associations veuee 
3aby eb a every coupon redeemed make a straightforward | a spokesman for the Society pauens Agricultural Centre, 5 
As readers of last by a shopkeeper, Lyons contribution to the charity. pan ; | 
: : TO 
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Their darts Prize start to 1979 for Spastics Pool winners : 


(and drinks) 
marathon 


THE “issue ‘before ~ the 
Magisterial bench at Mel- 
sourn Magistrates Court, 
~ambridgeshire. merited 
careful consideration, deep 
leliberation and “much 
serious thought. 

No less than three public 
1ouses in the area, The 
Pear Tree, The Rose and 
The Hoops had all applied 
ior occasional licences to 
sell liquor for three days 
and three nights. 


TTT 


Reason behind the’ request 
urned out to be not a wild 
orgy of drunkenness overtak- 
ng the community, but’ a 
“hree-day marathon darts 
natch to raise money: for the 
Society's Meldreth Manor | 
school. 

| 


_ The magistrates agreed to the | REGIONAL manager, Mr Bill Reynolds, presenting a second dividend cheque for 
tcences providing there were | ¢418 t Mrs Bateman, left, of Droitwich, Worcs, and first dividend cheque of £3,333 to 


wreaks of four hours f : 5 : zy ® 
ae bata ate ae eae Mrs Hall, of Bromsgrove, Worcs. Looking on is the Pool’s area supervisor Mr E. 
ea : j _ Fiddian. The two lucky ladies have been friends for many years. 

s. : 


PICTURE above: Mrs M. 
Burns, of Dennistoun, Glas- 
gow, receiving a £1,666 
first dividend cheque from 
Scottish singer Alisdair 
Gillies. Alisdair, who is a 
member of the Stars Organ- 
isation for Spastics, alse 


presented Mrs Burns with 
an autographed LP. 


ORTHO-KINETICS } 
The Series 6300 


Travel 


Chair 


PICTURE leit: After 
only seven weeks of being 
a Spastics Pool member, 
Mrs Nancy Watson, of 
North Road, Darlington, 
won a share of the first 
dividend. She received her 
cheque for £1,666 from the 
manager of the ABC 
Cinema, Darlington, Mr 
Archie Heaton. 


INTEGRATION eee eer a 


The adaptive pushchair 
that provides :— 

* Proper positioning as 
#* Comfort for the child. * Support 
Designed to function as both 
dushchair and car seat for 

he disabled child. PLUS full 

‘ange of accessories, 

Send to: Ortho- Kinetics 

CareChair Division, 

22A Reading Road, Henley on Thames, Oxon. 
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MOBILITY 


_ Please send me details of the 6300 Trayel Chair. 
Name : | 
MI Address DEBBIE Thompson undertook her first d uty after becoming ‘Miss <r 
ie] presenting a £521 cheque to Spastics Pool winners Ft eer ants Restt By 


5 . Mr and \ ; J 

_ Acacia Avenue, St Ives. Stanley, who won the eighth dividend “iene cape 

| a local firm and will be retiring soon. He and his wife said they vie pitted ith 
toyed wi 


their win. Picture shows, from left to right, collector NV : 
SN Jani4{| Tony Hunter, Mr and Mrs Cobb, and Debbie Thonipece ic Wright, SPECENISRE 


| ser 

a  ()ORTHOXINETICS 
UM. ¥ International Care Chair Division 
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Society’s 
Regional 
offices 


HE Spastics Society has 
network of offices 


gee England and 
V Wales. Keep this list for 


erence, 
NOR TH EAST. — Royal 
hambers, Station Parade, 


ogate HGI IEP. Tel 06423 
55. Senior Regional Officer: 


r C. R.. Wood. Regional 
cer: Mr I. Croft. 

NORTH WEST. — _ St 
rew’s House, 62 Bridge 


ft, Manchester M3 3BW. 
061-832 6373/6374/6375. 
or -Regional Officer: Mr 
Smith. Regional Officers: 
eK. Nicholson, Ms A. 


IDLANDS. Albany 
ise, 31 Hurst Street, Bir- 
gham B5 4BD. Tel 021-622 
|. Senior Regional Otflicer: 


6 T1911, Senior Regional 
(Oflicer: Mr C. A. Cattell. 
regional Officers: Miss | P 


by, Miss B. Rutherford, 


ton, Somerset TAl 4EB. 
0823-81678. Senior 
onal Officer: Miss — C. 
ould. Regional Officers: Mrs 
underland, Miss D. Kent. 
SOUTH EAST. — Donald- 
son ‘House, 12 Massetts Road, 
ley, Surrey RH6 7QZ. Tel 
34 71211. Senior Regional 
cer: Mr 1. M. Fowler. 
sional Officers: Miss P. 
fith, Mr N. Goldfrap. Miss 
arrison, Mr I. Collins. 
LONDON. — 76 Cambridge 
toad, Kingston-upon-Thames, 
rrey KTI 3LB. Tel 01-549 
88. Senior Regional Officer: 
iss J. Lane. Regional Ofli- 
: Mrs D. Harding, Mr P. 
dstone, Mrs J. Woolmer, 
fliss A. Murphy. 
WALES. — 45 Park Place, 
diff CF1 3BB. Tel 0222 
30749. Senior Regional Offi- 


r: Mr E. Davies. Regional 
ficers: Mr J. Roberts, Mrs 


_ Clayton. 


The smooth, 
the safe way to 


regainthe 
freedom 
of your 


stairlifts 


_ Whether the stairs are . 
Straight or not, wecan | 
_ make a stairlift to 

| 


Suit almost every need. 


W. J. Furse & Co, Ltd., Stairlift Dept, 
_ Traffic Street, Nottingham NG2 1NFe 
_ Telephone (0602) 868213 


Nationwide after- 
ales service 


Why we 


want to be 


don’t 


Janet Swanton explains why 
she and her husband took 


an important decision 


much hard work for 
mother. 
We both feel ‘that by remaining child- 


AS spastics ourselves, Paul — my 
husband — and | have the greatest 
possible admiration for those handi- 
capped couples who decide to have 
families. All credit to them, but it’s 
definitely NOT for us. 

We went ‘steady’ as boyfriend and girl- 
friend for three years before an engage- 
ment of 16 months. We were deeply and 
sincerely committed to each other after our 
second date. It took the rest of our court- 
ship to decide what our marriage would be 
like. 


Our biggest personal — and most diffi- 
cult’ problem — was whether to have 
children or not. I’ve never been the 


maternal type, longing for a large brood. 
In my mid-twenties at our meeting, I felt 
marriage was an added, and unexpected 
bonus. 

Paul, though, was six years my junior, 
and one of a large Catholic family. Was it 
fair to accept his proposal, knowing | 
didn’t want children? He was young 
enough to find an able-bodied girl who 
could be the mother of his children. Oh, 
how we talked 


It says much for Paul’s. patience and 
powers of persuasion that I’m Mrs Swan- 


ton at all! I would paint. the blackest 
picture of our life together, he would paint 
the rosiest. In the end, his declaration 


‘Life with a load of kids would mean 
nothing without you. Anyway there are 
other ways to bring children into our lives’ 
won. the argument. We then told our 
families we intended to marry, and had a 
super courtship — having sorted out the 
major problems beforehand. 


In the security of our marriage, Paul 
confessed that he had grave misgivings 


about being a father. Children are just as 


(AMG COACHES) MERTON 


Coach, Mini-Bus and Car Hire 11, 12, 14, 29, 


\ J | Re Ro ai AUF 
we specialise in this form of coach hire, 


Registered Offices for both companies: 


Merton Garage & PO, Merton, Okehampton, | 
Beaford 324/200 ) 


Devon EX20 3DZ. Tel: 


the father as the 


less we are able to enjoy a good life. We 
both work full-time and have an active 
social life. By staying a couple we are 
able to maintain our high degree of inde- 
pendence. Having spent a lifetime getting 
independence, children would mean that 
we'd have to lose some independence. 
Having spent a lifetime getting self-reliant, 


-we’re reluctant to go back to dependence ~ 


on others. 

In reaching this feaean to have a child- 
less marriage, our thoughts were also much 
occupied by the quality of life a child we 
brought into the world might have. 


Would it be fair ? 


Being spastic in my walking, I couldn't 
run and play with my child as other 
mothers would, I couldn’t ‘pace the floor’ 
with a crying infant at night. Paul feels he 
hasn’t the physical stamina to cope with 
an active child. 

We have been told — and seen in 1 other 
marriages —- that we could have an able- 
bodied child: The question we asked our- 
selves repeatedly was ‘Is.it fair to saddle a 
normal child with handicapped parents?” 

Our personal answer was a definite “No!” 

To be childless doesn’t. mean we don’t 
love children. ..We make every effort to 


be regular babysitters for. family and 
friends. Paul is a Godfather, and we love 
having our married friends, plus_ their 


various tribes, for the day. We adore them 
all, but we love it just as much alone. 

We both feel that having children would 
strain our relationship too much. We 
married because we enjoy being together. 
Better to be a happy couple than harrassed 
parents. 

Neither of us expected to marry. We 
have each other, a good sex life, and a life- 
style that suits us. It would be pushing 
our good fortune too far to expect more. 
We already have so much. 


‘AGRIMOTORS 


36, 37, 41 and 45 seaters 
are available for local and long-distance travel, 


Taw & Torridge Coaches Ltd (Barnstaple Area) 


45 seaters available for short or long distance travel. | 
Both Companies welcome enquiries from Department of Education, as 


arents 
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He founded the Spastics Pool 


Top Ten’s 
Chairman 
retires 


A MAN whose name is 
synonymous with fund 
raising for the handi- 
capped, Douglas Arter, 
has announced his re- 
tirement as Chairman 
of Top Ten Promotions 
Ltd. 


It is 21 years since Mr 
Arter with his friend Fran- . 
cis Van Neste founded 
what was to become one of 
the most successful fund 
raising schemes _ ever 
devised the Spastics 
Pool. Starting off with a 


Goodbye 


to matron 


|* MRS Elizabeth Wood, 


matron of the Langside 
home for spastic children 
in Parkstone, run by the 
Dorset Spastics Society, is 
looking forward to a rest- 
ful retirement. after 18 
years service. 

More than 100 members 
and friends of the Dorset 
Society were present when 
vice-chairman Mr Bill 
Moore. presented Mrs 
Wood with a cut glass 
decanter set together with 
an inscribed silver tray. 
The occasion was a wine 
and cheese party following 
a showing of the film 
‘Priority of Priorities, and 
Mrs Wood commented how 
much more widely recog- 
nised today were the 
special problems of the 
spastic child. 

She recalled earlier days 
way back in 1955 when a 
mother advertised for 
parents of spastic children 
to get together. 

Picture of Mrs Wood by the 
Evening Echo, Bournemouth. 
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Injection and Compression Moulds } 
Blow Moulding Tools e Extrusion Dies @ Special Equipment 


FRYER WORKS, ABERCROMBY AVENUE, 
HIGH WYCOMBE, BUCKS. Telephone High Wycombe 26553 


| D. F. HOBERN LTD 


Designers and Manufacturers of 


PRECISION MOULDS AND TOOLS 


TO THE PLASTICS INDUSTRY 


' oz to 32 oz. 
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band of a dozen helpers 
and a first week prize pay 
out of just under £500. Mr 
Arter has seen his efforts 
expand despite major set- 
backs in the Law Courts, to 
a flourishing organisation 
with a staff of 350 and the 
staggering figure of £37 
million donated to The 
Spastics Society and thous- 
ands of other medical and 
research charities. 

Mr Arter, now 67, has 
been indefatigable in his 
tireless efforts to aid ing 
handicapped and the 
were were recognised with 
the naming after him of a 
multi-purpose centre at 
Odstock . Hospital, — Salis- 
bury, . Wiltshire. He has 
been a regular attender of 
all kinds of Spastics Society 
functions such as the 
National Games, as well as 
sitting on a host of com- 
mittees. 

It. was in, 1966 that 
Francis Van Neste retired 
and Mr Arter took on the 
twin roles of chairman and 
managing director, which 
he carried until 1973 when 
Ken Long became manag- 
ing director. Mr Arter 
has announced his retire- 
ment -before but has 


-retained such an active 


interest that his retirement 
was only nominal. Now he 
has indicated that this time 
it is final. 

However Mr Arter will 
continue as a trustee of the 
Sembal Trust and chair- 
man of the Good Neigh- 
bours. Trust, which will 
serve to ensure that not all 
his links with the field he 
has made his own are 
entirely severed. 

James Loring Director of 
The Spastics Society added 
his own thanks to Mr 
Arter in a tribute published 
in the Spastics Pool’s jour- 
nal. He stressed that had 
it not been for Douglas 
Arter’s hard work many of 
the -Society’s most vital 
projects would have been 
impossible. 

‘I have in mind schools 
such as Thomas Delarue, Ing- 
field Manor and. Meldreth 
Manor and to a great extent 
the research financed by us at 
Guy’s Hospital Medical School 
and elsewhere, which has made 
an important contribution to 
the present situation when if 
can be confidently asserted that 
no less than 40 per cent of all 
cases of cerebral palsy could 
be prevented if knowledge at 
present available were applied. 

“All this and much more has 
been made possible by the 
leadership of Douglas Arter, 
and many thousands of handi- 
capped people have cause fo 
be grateful to him, 

Now Mr Arter, whose fund- 
raising success was marked at 
the Society's annual general 
meeting in October with the 
presentation of a silver salver 
by the Societys Chairman, 
Dorrien Belson, will have more 
time for his great love, cricket 

he supports both Kent his 
home county, and Gloucester 
where he has made his home 


with his wife Betty. Family 
links, too, with the company 
are maintained for his son 


Geoflrey is a director of Top 
Ten. 
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- ‘Simplicity’ 


on rates 
relief 


ADVICE to local authori- 
ties on operating new 
arrangements for payment 
of rate relief to the dis- 
abled from April is given 
in a circular, issued by the 
Department ofthe 
Environment and _ the 
Welsh Office. 

The circular explains who 
will be eligible for relief. how 
they should apply, the amount 
of relief they can expect and 
how the relief will be assessed. 


The new. arrangements - will 
operate from April 1 when: 


the Rating (Disabled Persons) 
Act 1978 comes into force. 
The circular explains that 
under the Act, rate relief will 
be available in respect of 
special facilities’ or features 
of a disabled person’s home 
without which it would be 
physically impossible or 
extremely difficult for him or 
her + to: clive: :in+<it. Local 
autherities are also urged to 
aim for simplicity of assess- 


ment. The circular recom- 
mends the use of a simple 
form. supported by an appro- 
priate certificate confirming 


that an applicant is disabled 
and in need of the facilities 
for which rate relief is 
claimed. : 

The main purpose of the 
new Act is to clarify- the cir- 
cumstances in which relief is 
available both to occupiers of 
dwelling houses and _institu- 
tions for the disabled. The 
Act specifies that, in England 
‘and Wales, standard amounts 
to be rebated from rate bills 
for certain facilities for dis- 
abled persons include: for the 
use of each room. a sum equal 
to the rates that would be 
chargeable on a_- rateable 
value of £30; on a bathroom 
£20; on.a lavatory £10;° on 
floorspace for the use of a 
wheelchair £30; on a garage 
£25 or as assessed; on a car- 
port £15; and on land for 
parking a vehicle £5. Deduc- 
tions for heating appliances 
and other facilities wil! be 
subject to individual assess- 
ment by. district valuers. 


Learning to cope —the 


‘will 


BS 


®@ BECAUSE of Ernie’s 


SS 


‘short sig 


= 


htedness, Judith had to 


aS 


keep a careful eye on whatever was cooking either in the 


oven or on top of the stove. 


were a great success! 


The first-time mince pies 


Even cooking is a new 


Cont. from Page 5 | 


Judith’s companion at 
Drummonds, The _ Spas- 
tics Society’s residential 
centre in Essex. 

‘We've had communal 
life for so long. We were 
getting fed up with it,’ says 
Ernest. 

The three months which 
he and Judith spent at 
Broadstones was the first 
time they had ever had the 
Opportunity to do the 
cooking and housekeeping 
for themselves. The pro- 
gress they made in _ that 
relatively short period 
impressed everyone and in 
next to no time they were 
neatly and efficiently co- 


Craig 


Derricott Ltd 


ELECTRICAL SWITCH 


AND CONTROL GEAR 


HALL LANE, WALSALL WOOD, WALSALL 
WEST MIDLANDS. Tel: Brownhills 5541 


We are pleased to take this opportunity 
to support the Spastics Society 


OX 
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adventure 


ordinating every domestic 
task so that their respective 
weaknesses were mini- 
mised. Sharing the house- 
hold chores quickly became 
a matter of literally divid- 
ing each and every indi- 
vidual task according to 
whoever was the most 
capable. 

‘fm-*a bie--to 
quicker than 
explained Judith. 


move 
Ernie,’ 
‘But he 


ing guinea pigs’ 


does have one sure steady 
arm.” 


Balanced against — that 
however is the fact that 
Ernie is éxtremely short 


sighted which: means that 
Judith had to keep an eye 
on whatever was cooking 
either in the oven or on 
top of the stove. Filling 
the kettle and. pouring out 
milk or tea was a job for 
Ernie, while Judith did the 


supermarket shopping and . 


bedmaking. 
Both Judith and Ernie 
confess. to feeling very 


nervous for the first couple 


of weeks. They also com-— 


ment on how tired they 
both felt at the end of each 
day as a result of doing so 
many things they’d never 
done before. 


Ambitious plan for 
independent living 


THE whole concept of the Milton Keynes project is cer- 
tainly far more ambitious than anything tried elsewhere. 
Even the Fokus units in Sweden do not have their flats 
dispersed throughout the general community to the same 


extent. 


Severe physical handicap has not been seen as an 
insuperable barrier and the will to succeed is important when 


selecting potential tenants. 


Judith, Ernie and Michael certainly have shown them- 
selves to meet the criterion laid down, ie, ‘individuals with 
sufficient maturity and the wish to succeed in becoming 


more independent... 


The original plan was that the first tenants should be 
moving to Neath Hill, Milton Keynes, in April 1979. How- 
ever delays over building completion have made it difficult 
to put a firm date on the move. 

What is certain, however, is that the preliminary train- 
ing programme, which is an integral part of the project, has 
got off to an enormously successful flying start, thanks to 


those three ‘very willing guinea pigs... 


> 


Send for details to:— 


Coventry. 
‘It has proved 
‘This is very 
Sheffield. 


a great 
useful indeed, 


success.’ 


REVOLUTIONARY 
CAR SEAT cresenes) 


IT SWINGS AROUND AND OUT, 
MAKES ENTRY AND EXIT EASY 


WE SUPPLY A KIT FOR MANY CARS 
TO CONVERT THE EXISTING SEAT 


‘| fitted ‘this the following day and found it very successful. 
| only wish -J’d known about this years ago.’ 


Mn iE RSs 


Mrs M, 
Many 


Sen fe 
thanks.’ Mrs 


Christchurch. 
CME Ge 


ELAP ENGINEERING 


23 LYNWOOD ROAD, HUNCOAT, ACCRINGTON, LANCS BBS 6LR 


TELEPHONE: ACCRINGTON (0254) 36042 
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spastics lose 
achampion | 


REPRESENTATIVES of schools, homes, work ; j 
centres and other activities of the Scottish Coun- 
cil for Spastics were present on December 1] at ze 


the funeral at Clydebank Crematorium of Mr : 
Archie McConnochie, for the past 10 years chair- yi 
man of the Scottish Council for Spastics executive 
and general management committees. 


Mr McConnochie, 
whose home was at 
Blanefield, near Glas- 


gow, was associated 
with the Council for 
almost 25 years. Dur- 
ing this time he was 
instrumental in ex- 
panding its work to the 
point where the Coun- 
cil is now directly 
responsible for the care 
and treatment of more 
than 2,000 spastics in 
every part of Scotland. 

A Glaswegtan, Mr 
McConnochie in 1924 
became the first Scottish 


employee of .Coty Ltd, of | 


which he ultimately 


They seek 


child care 
hygones 


TO mark the _ International 
Year of the Child in 1979, the 
Kings Fund Centre is planning 
an exhibition on care of the 
child from earliest times to 
the present day. — This- will 
place particular emphasis on 
handicapped children and 
society’s attitude towards dis- 
ability through the ages. 

To help with the historical 
component of the exhibition 
the centre would be pleased to 
hear from anyone who has 
material which would make 
good visual display, and which 
they would be prepared to lend 
or have copied for use in the 
exhibition—for example, old 
photographs, letters, models, 
aids and equipment, etc, 

It. is hoped that the exhi- 
bition will be able to travel 
round the country to be used 
in conjunction with local pro- 


jects organised during the 
International. Year of the 
Child. 


If you have any interesting 
material which might be used 
in the exhibition, please con- 
tact Denis Ewbank at the 
Kings Fund Centre, 126 Albert 
Street, London NWI 7NF. Tel: 
01-267 6111. 
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| 
became a main board = ~ f 
director and sales distribu- { 
tion director for Scotland, ; ) 

} 


es 


Northern Ireland and the 
North of England. On 
retirement in 1967 he spent 
10 years as chairman of his 
son’s business. 

The longest serving 
member of the Rotary a 
Club of Glasgow, he was we 
president: in (1961-62.- “He “sista 
was a JP and an elder of- 
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Radio 
ads 
gift 

A LOCAL independent 

radio station, Radio 

Trent, has donated all 

the advertising revenue 

from Christmas Day and 

Boxing Day to help 

local spastics. 
Lucky beneficiary 1s 

the Rutland House 

Appeal for  Spastices, 

which will provide resi- 

dential accommodation 
for severely physically 
and mentally handi- 


capped. children from 
five to 16 years of age. 


Listeners to Radio 
Trent. phoning or writ- 
ing in with — record 


requests over the holi- 
day period were also 
invited to contribute to 
the appeal. 


Wanted 


YOUNG man of 21 years — 
with slight spasticity in his — 
legs, wishes to meet or 
correspond with young — 
lady of similar age. He is 
very interested in sport,” — 
especially football, and — 
drives his own car. He has 
a full time job and attends — 
two 18+ clubs in the area. | 
He lives in eHrtfordshire. — 
Please reply to Box 102, — 


Spastics News, 12 Park — 
Crescent, London WIN | 
4EQ. 


Suppliers of fabricated 
flexible foam cushions 
to the upholstery trade 
and allied industries 


BOUGHTON INDUSTRIAL ESTATE 
BOUGHTON, Nr OLLERTON, NOTT 


TELEPHONE : MANSFIELD 860888 
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‘Helpin 


_ Special people with special needs 


‘THE Special Needs of 
Handicapped Adoles- 
cents’ was the theme 
of a lively seminar 
held at the Spastics 
Society’s headquarters 
in Park Crescent, Lon- 
don, before Christmas. 


The occasion pro- 
vided a rare oppor- 


staff from the Society’s 
various establishments 
and departments to 
meet and discuss two 
important major topics 


— courses and counsel- 
ling. Education, em- 
ployment, recreation, 
social work and further 
education were. all 
represented. 


Special guest was Dr 
Elizabeth: Anderson of the 
Thomas Coram Founda- 
tion who talked about her 
current research study into 
the psychological and 


social adjustment of teen- 
agers with congenital cere- 
bral palsy and spina bifida. 
As Dr Anderson explained, 
this is a three-year project 
involving three researchers 
studying a sample of 119 


handicapped teenagers, 89 
of whom have cerebral 
palsy. Just over one third 
of the young people attend 
ordinary schools. 

One of the major problems 
worrying spastic teenagers was 
speech defects, commented Dr 
Anderson, and Mr P. K. May- 
hew, Principal of the Thomas 
Delarue School took up this 
point in the discussion which 
followed. 

Referring to the counselling 


for the speechless’ recently 
introduced at the school, Mr 
Mayhew talked of the role of 
the speech therapist there who 
now shared the same degree 
of confidentiality as the coun- 
sellor. Since this intreduction 
of counselling for the speech- 
less, tensions were diminish- 
ing, said Mr Mayhew. 


Mrs Gill Carlile, a former 
social worker with The Spas- 
tics Society, gaye an account 
of a follow-up survey carried 
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g our handicapped teenagers 


out with parents and young 
people who had experienced 
holiday courses at Lanlivery. 

Mrs Joyce Knowles, Princi- 
pal of Castle Priory, suggested 
future areas in which she felt 
The Spastics Society could 
well develop a degree of exper- 
tise. These included courses 
in physical education for the 
handicapped and parent work- 
shops, both of which had 
already been _ started. Mrs 
Knowles also suggested that 
The Spastics Society might 
consider looking at the role 
of volunteer helpers as well as 
the role of heads of care. 


tunity for professional 


od 


- OUR pictures show some of the personalities at 
_ the Seminar. Above: Mrs Eve Jeans, regional 
social worker; Mr John Hall, Principal, Dene 
College; Miss Valerie Lang, a member of Society’s 
_ Resources Committee. 


HEAD teachers from two of the Society’s Schools 
talk with Mrs Joyce Knowles, left, Principal of 
Castle Priory, the Society’s Staff College. With 
her are Mrs Maureen Fowler, of Craig y Parc, and 
Mr Bob Pedder, of the Wilfred Pickles School. 


Dr Elizabeth Anderson, and Mr Alan Brindley, 
Director of Studies, Beaumont College. 


“Help yourself tothe 
\ helpyouneed” 


British Gas offers all sorts of help to those who 
need it most-elderly and disabled people. 

If you have a disability—or have friends or 
relatives in need of help, here are some of the ways in 
which we can make life easier for you. 


COOKING 


For those with hand disabilities, 
many gas cookers can be fitted with | 
special handles and controls. And 
remember, gas cookers need no matches 
to light them, because they have 
automatic ignition. 

If you are confined to a wheelchair, 
you may find either a cooker with a 
waist-level grill or a built-in cooker 
helpful. 

For those with failing sight or 
blindness, special braille thermostats 
are available for most gas cookers, 
together with braille cooking charts. 


GAS FIRES 


Gas fires are a very economical 
form of heating. Many gas fires are 
available with easily accessible top 
controls, to save bending, and most 
fires light automatically when turnedon 

And for those people with hand 
disabilities, a special tap adaptor may 
be fitted to a number of fires. 


CENTRAL HEATING 


Gas central heating is the ideal 
whole house heating system, needing 


very little attention, and capable of a 
great deal of flexibility. 


PRE-PAYMENT GAS METERS 


Meters can be re-positioned at a 
convenient height for disabled people, 
and special extended handles are 
available. 


HOW TO HELP YOURSELF 


Go to your local gas showroom. 
If you cannot go, contact the Home Service 
Adviser of your Gas Region, who willbe 
happy to call on you at home and provide 
advice free of charge. (You'll find the 
address and telephone number in your 
local telephone directory under GAS). 


MORE HELP 

For information about other ways in 
which we can help-with safety and 
economy hints, for example, or with a 
choice of ways in which you can spread 
the cost of your gas more evenly through- 
out the year-contact yourlocal * 
showroom. 


-* MR George Marshall, Principal, Beaumont. College; Mr Patrick Mayhew, | 
_ Principal, Thomas Delarue School; and in the background, Mr Richard Grey, 
_ ‘Controller of Schools and Centres; Miss Margaret Morgan, Controller of 
Personal Social Services; and Miss Jean Potterton, Head of Social Work. 


= sexe nS 


MISS Jane Thomson, Senior social worker; Mr Si rag Williams, Head of 
_ Resources Development; Mr John Hall, Principal, Dene College; Miss Denise 
_ Wright, Recreations Officer; Mr Geoff Dowson, Careers Officer. 
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A film 
date in | 
Hew York 


THE third annual Inter- 
Rehabilitation 
Film Festival will be*held 
on May 17-18 in -New 
York. It will be the largest 
competition to date in the 
growing field of film and 
videotape relating to the 
physically and — mentally 
handicapped: 

: Entry is open - to 
films and “}in 


16mm 
videocassettes. 
limit on release 
dates. and previous entries 
may be submitted again, and 
will ~ be . reviewed’ as ~ new 
entries in 1979. Fees are 
based on film length. Instruc- 
tions and entry forms are 
available from: Film Festival. 
International Rehabilitation 
Film Review Library..20 West 
40th Street. NY. NY 10018, 
USA. Deadline for materials 
and entry is. April 15. 

Distributors and producers 
in over 40. countries ‘will be 
asked to compete. This year’s 
awards will be granted in 12 
categories. In addition, there 
will be an overall award for 
the entire festival. 


Honour for 


Mr Mitchell 


TO mark the golden jubilee 
year of the Craven Pothole 
Club,- Mr A. “Mitchell, a 
founder-member of the club, 
was elected President. Appoin- 
ted Supplies Officer of The 
Spastics Society in 1965, Mr 
Mitchell, author of two books 
on the caves and potholes of 
Yorkshire, retires at ‘the end 
of this month. 


Not a ghetto—a neighbourhood 


of freedom 


INDEPENDENCE and privacy are two freedoms 
that most of us take for granted but which are 
often denied to handicapped people, much as 
they may yearn for them. 

With their special problems, many _ handi- 
capped people must resign themselves to living 
in a residential home, cared for by professional 
staff, must eat institutional food and abide by the 
rules. They cannot experience the joy and relief 
of shutting their own front doors behind them 
and of knowing that they can control their own 


There are a hundred 
reasons why 
people wet the bed 


— Butthere’s no 
reason inthe world 


why they should lie in it 


absorbent bed sheets 
- aunique development 
giving improved 
comfort and dignity 


Interested? 

If so, please write for booklet 

HOW KYLIE CAN HELP 

Kylie Advisory Service 

Nicholas Laboratories, 225 Bath Road 
Slough, England SL1 4AU 

Kylie is a trademark. Worldwide patents pending 
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Habinteg’s haven 


destinies. 

Happily the Habin- 
tes Housing Associa- 
tion, supported by The 
Spastics Society, is 
tackling the problem 
in an imaginative way, 
making sure at the 
same time that handi- 
capped people will not 
be placed in a ‘ghetto’ 
but will be naturally 
integrated with the 
outside community. 


ESTATES 


In co-operation with 
local authority housing and 
social service departments. 
and the Housing Corpora- 
tion, the Association — is 
building a series of small 
estates which provide 
mixed housing for able- 
bodied and. handicapped 
people, or for families with 
a handicapped member. 
varying in size from one- 
bedroomed flats to three- 
bedroomed flats and 
bungalows. 

«All these estates have a 
community assistant resi- 
dent so that help is on hand 
when required. He or she 


‘41 non-disabled 


-ment in North London. 


handicapped—some are not. 
is the meaning of integration—Habinteg style. 


contacted 
through a direct communi- 
cation system. 
Habinteg has alréady set 
up the Moira Close Estate 
in Haringey, London, for 


can .be easily 


and 17 disabled individuals 
or families; the Clifford 


Court Estate in  Qssett, 
West Yorkshire, for 16 
disabled - individuals or 


families and 41 non-dis- 
abled families; Palmer 
Lodge in Paddock Wood, 


Kent, for three non-dis- 
abled families and _ five 
disabled individuals or 


families; Bossom Court in 
Crosby, Lancs, for 16 non- 
disabled families and nine 
disabled individuals or 
families; Hemlington 
Phase | in Middlesbrough 
for 74 non-disabled 
families and six disabled 
individuals or _ .families: 
Hemlington Phase 2 in 
Middlesbrough for 97 non- 
disabled families and 30 
disabled individuals or 
families; and Epworth 
Street, Islington, for seven 
disabled individuals or 
families and 12 non-dis- 
abled families. 


SEVEN 


In addition, seven other 
developments are planned 
for completion by the end 
of 1980. These are situated 
in Southwark, SE15, Ham- 


mersmith, W412, | Bristol, 
Telford, Barnsley, Hull 
and York. 

Although accommoda- 
tion and. design of the 
different housing estates 
differ, . perhaps Clifford 


Court, Ossett, incorporates 


most of the features that 


exist in all. 

This scheme comprises 
51 flats and six two-storey 
houses. Sixteen of the flats 
are specifically designed 
and equipped for disabled 
tenants, or for families 
with a handicapped mem- 
ber. The estate is within 
walking distance of 
town. The whole area is 


FRIENDS and neighbours chatting together outside 
their homes. An ordinary sight in the streets of Lon- 
don, but in this case a yery special one as the pic- 
(ure was taken at Moira Close, Habinteg’s develop- 
Some of the residents are 


families - 


the > 


Gift for Dorset group 


DON Loveless , left, 
Chairman of the Dorset 
Spastics Society, receives a 
£1,000 cheque from Mr 
Tadeusz Ciupek, organiser 
of the Cluewin Football 
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Club. Mr Ciupek had pre- 
viously opened a 10-bed 
extension at the Dorset 
group’s Edward House 
centre for handicapped 
people. 
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All are friends. That 


landscaped and_ includes 


car parking. areas to™ 
supplement the garages” — 
constructed integrally with) ~ 
the flats. . “ 
Internally... the extra wide- je 
corridors - are. carpeted — and- 


there are generous circulation — 
and lobby areas. Kitchens 

have been made large enough 

to dine in to avoid the :prob- oz 
lems of handicapped people ~~ 
having to transport dishes to © 
another room. All worktops ~ | ~ 
in the kitchens are of variable — 
height and incorporate thé sink — 
units. which have cupboard . = 
and cooking hobs. Mobile  — = 
units’ which have cupboards 
and. shelf . space, are . also ia 
utilised. These units are stored’ 

under the worktops but can be 

moved easily to any work 

point as required. The tops 

of the units also provide an ~ 
additional work space: where 7) 
needed. a 


BATHROOMS 


Bathrooms are designed ~~ 
with adequate space adjacent = 
to the we for wheelchair a 
access. “The baths are set at = | @ 
a convenient height for trans- 
fer from a wheelchair and an | 
extension in the form of a seat. _ 
is provided at the head of the 
bath to make this possible. —~ 
The wash basins have been set 
at convenient. heights and ~~ 
attention has been paid to the 
fixing as these are often used ~~ 
as a support by a disabled —— 
person. Shower units have — 
been incorporated with the = 
baths. All taps are of the 
quarter-turn lever. action type. 
Bathrooms are constructed so 
that a hoist can be added, if 
required. | a 

Rents of the flats and bunga- a 
lows built by the Hahbinteg — 
Housing Association vary 
from £10 to £15.50 a week and — 
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ing. These are ‘fair rents” set Y 
by the local rent officer of the 
Inland Reyenue. Fifty per 2 ee 
cent of flats for the disabled  — 
and non-disabled are allocated 
to applicants nominated by the | 
local authority in question and _ 
the remaining 50 per cent are | 
allocated by the Habinteg — 
Housing Association which © 
welcomes inquiries from those ‘ 
with any type of handicap. _ 
‘Those interested should con- 
tact the Director of the Habin- 
teg Housing Association, Mr 
Norman Summers, of 6 Duke’s 
Mews, near Duke Street, Lon- 
don WIM 5RR, giving full 
details-of their disability and 


circumstances. 
Kay 
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he moving 
story of 
Catherine 


“DOES She Know She’s There?’ by Nicola Schaefer. Pub- 
lished by Harper and Row Ltd. Price: £5.95. 


/| When I received a copy 
yof this newly published 
j book I must admit that my 
i} first thought was, Oh dear, 


iD severely handi- 
, capped child?’ But as soon 
as I had read a couple of 
y pages I realised that this 
was a very special book 
which fully justified the 
4 description on the cover 
i that it is ‘remarkable’ and 
N ‘unforgettable.’ It is also 
beautifully written. 
| It is, indeed, the story of 
® a family’s life with Cather- 
- who has cerebral palsy 
and is both severely physi- 
cally and profoundly men- 
“tally handicapped. The 
autobiography — which is 


ijone of the best that I have 
ojread for many years—is 
Wwritten by  Catherine’s 
}mother, Nicola Schaefer, 
}who is an English woman 
Married to a Canadian pro- 
fessor.- The family, which 
hin addition to Catherine, 


‘who is now 16,: includes 
= 15, and Benjy, 
w2. live in Winnipeg, 
hough they have also 
Be pent extensive holidays 
= sabbatical leaves in 
#England. 


f#) Mrs Schaefer takes us back 
fo the time when Catherine was 
a baby and tells how she and 
dither husband Ted decided to 
gi Dring Catherine up as one of 
yt he family, and-not to put her 
vil nto_an institution as so many 
ioc social workers and 

her well pices people 
i ‘Mr and Mts 
iweschaefer’s decision was not 
Dased on an unrealistic under- 
getanding of Catherine's 
i handicaps—in fact 
mey were able to accept her 


Knowing 
your 
rights 


'HE Disability Rights 
Handbook for 1979, now 
Vailable- trom Disability 
Alliance, includes new sec- 
ions on heating, further 
ducation and training as 
ell as appeals procedures. 
This is the third edition 
nd contains expanded 
ections on mobility and 
landicapped children. 

The handbook also gives 
ihe latest - variations in 
dcal authority provision of 
elephones and adaptations 
br disabled people in Eng- 
and and Wales. 

_ The new Handbook costs 
vp + 15p postage, and 
§ available from The 
Yisability Alliance, 5 
‘etherhall Gardens, Lon- 
a mn NW3. There is a half- 
Price offer for orders of 
0+ from voluntary 
nisations. 


trician realised—and her care 
has been a 24-hour-a- day res- 
ponsibility with increasing 
physical strain for her mother. 


Catherine © has, — however, 
brought new joys and an 


added dimension to the lives 
of many people both inside 
and outside her family. She 
remains a very severely handi- 
capped and totally dependent 
girl but she has a great sense 
of fun and at 16 she is show- 
ing signs of increased alért- 
ness and responsiveness. Her 
mother is realistic, however, 
and knows that the time will 
come when she can no longer 
live at home. It has been a 
constant and nagging worry to 
her, wondering who would 
eventually look after Catherine 
and where this care would be. 

During one of Ted 
Schaefer’s sabbatical leaves the 
family lived in Oxford, and 
Catherine was able to go to 
the day centre run by the 
Oxfordshire Spastics Welfare 
Society and to have a short 
stay in a hostel for mentally 
handicapped children. Encour- 
aged by this help Mrs 
Schaefer joined a small group 
of parents in Manitoba, which 
worked extremely hard to con- 
vince the Departments of 
Health and Education that ser- 
vices for multi-handicapped 
children and young adults and 
their families were virtually 
non-existent. In spite of care- 
ful campaigning for several 
years, and a great deal of work 


in preparing plans and 
schedules, their project was 
rejected. Some improvements 


have, however, been made dur- 
ing the years and there are 
indications that attitudes 
towards the profoundly handi- 
capped will in future be more 
progressive. 

This is a very honest and 
straightforward book and 
it is both funny = and 
intensely moving. The des- 
cription of the physical 
problems and. of other 
people’s reactions to 
Catherine will be no sur- 
prise to parents who have 
a similarly handicapped 
child or adult at home. 
Mrs Schaefer has, however, 
great insight into other 
people’s reactions and per- 
haps above all she is able 
to look at herself -with 
unusual candour and to 
share her joys and fears 
with us. 

Do read “Does She Know 
She’s. There?’ — and make 
sure that there is at least 
one copy in your local 
public library. 

Margaret Morgan- 

Miss Morgan is Con- 
troller of Personal Services 
for The Spastics Society. 


Service to shout about 


BIRMINGHAM prin- 
ters Oyez Press are used 
fo rush jobs. But they 
take pride in giving 


special attention to each 


customer. So when they 
were asked to print 14- 
million petition forms 
for The Spastics 
Society’s current Save a 


Baby campaign, they 
thought they would 
finish it with an extra 
flourish. 

Not only did the firm 
print and deliver the 
forms, which weighed 
five tons, in eight work- 
ing days, but they filled 
some of them in by 
collecting signatures, as 
well! 


As soon as the peti- 
tion forms ro:led off the 
press at the printer’s 
works, employees 
passed some round the 
print shop and mailed 
more to their sister 
works in London and 
Bootle. Five hundred 
signatures had _ been 
collected by Oyez at the 
last count, but, as the 


campaign finishes in 
March, they are aiming —_- 
for a total of 1,000. 

Colleagues in London 
were eager to help. They 
already knew about the 
campaign, having prin- 
ted most of the litera- 
ture, including 16,000 
copies of a _  12-page 
leaflet to a_ five-day 
deadline. 


Millions add up to a thousand 


ONE and a half miflion 
Co-op trading stamps 
equal one magnificent 
cheque for £1,000 pre- 
sented to Coventry and 
District Spastics Society. 

The blue stamps were 
generously given by Co-op 
customers over a period of 
four months. Instead of 
saving them as ‘divi,’ cus- 
tomers put them in a col- 
lecting box. 


ONE day courses for sixth 
formers on the prevention 
of handicap were among 
the recommendations put 
forward by teachers attend- 
ing a seminar at the 
Society's: Castle -Priory 
College in December on the 
Prevention of Handicap in 
Young Babies. The 20 
teachers, who came from 
Oxfordshire, Berkshire and 
Buckinghamshire, also 
suggested that The Spastics 
Society. produce a work 
pack for use in schools. 

Speakers at the seminar were 
Dr Jack Rubie, consultant to 
The Spastics Society, and Dr | 
Aidan Macfarlane, clinical lec- 
turer in paediatrics. Purpose 
of the course was to interest 
secondary school teachers in 
the subject of prevention of 
handicap as part of the ‘Save a 
Baby’ campaign. 


Towards independence 


‘STARTING Off is the 
title of a recently-published 
book which describes new 
methods for helping very 
young or severely handi- 
capped children to become 
more independent. 

It shows teachers or 
parents how to establish 
priorities and to develop 
teaching programmes 
suited to the individual 
child. This. includes 
alternative systems of com- 
munication in cases where 
the child: is unable to 
speak, at. a simple level 
such as guiding an adult to 


something he wants as well 
as more complete systems 


such as Bliss or Paget-. | 
Gorman. | 
The authors never forget 
that a child is a child first, | 
however . handicapped, — and. | 
they work .on the principle 


that every person has-a right 
to develop his abilities in his 
own Way, to his own limits 
as a whole person. 

‘Starting Off, by Chris Kier- 
nan, Rita Jordan and Chris 
Saunders, is published by 
Souvenir Press, 48 Great Rus- 
sell Street, London WC1. 
Price: Hardback £5.95, paper- 
back £3.95, 


Holding. the resulting 
cheque is Lynda Bamber, 
daughter of. Mr Bob Bam- 
ber, group treasurer 
(centre), and Mrs Gladys 
Bamber, vice-president 
(right). Also in the picture 


are Miss Co-op, Kay 
Toal, and (far Jeft) Mr Roy 
Rigby, president of the 
Co-op, who presented the 
cheque. 

Picture by the 
Evening Telegraph. 


Coventry 


Newton 
on the 
move 


NEWTON Aijds Ltd, sup- 
pliers of wheelchairs and 
other aids for the disabled, 
has moved into new sales 


office and showroom 


premises in Charlotte 
Street, London WI. 

the 
formed four years ago, 


Since was 
it has 


grown steadily, and the New- 


company 


ton Aids factory in Salisbury 
has’ doubled in size within the 


last year. A more spacious 


showroom has therefore 


become essential in order to 


show the complete range of 
products in a Central London 
location. 

The new address is: Newton 
Aids Ltd, 46 Charlotte Street, 
London WIP 1LX. Telephone: 
01-637 3911. Telex messages 
are accepted by 888941 LCCI 
G prefixed Newton. 


ensur ring CO! 


n flor forthe natient 
INCOt products give complete protection 


for both ambulant and 


bedridden cases. 


INCO” ROE 


INCO ROLL. A highly economical absorbent cellulose 
protective roll.Cut to the length required. A common- 
sense product in sensible packaging —used in 
conjunction with Inco Garments or Pull-on Pants. 


INCO PULL-ON PANTS. Supple P.V.C. pants in eight 
sizes with elasticated legs and waist for complete 
protection. Very suitable for ambulant and arthritic 


patients. 


INCO GARMENTS. Made witha drop front and press- 
stud release to facilitate changing especially in bed- 
ridden cases. Eight adjustable sizes for a perfect fit. 


Both pants and garments are washable, waterproof, 
; Suitable for either sex and permanently size marked. 


”’ 
. 


Robinsons of Chesterfield. 


Robinson & Sons Ltd, Wheat Bridge, Chesterfield S40 2AD. Tel: Chesterfield 31101 


SN Jantd 
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~ ‘Nice to meet you’ | 


say the Pool people | 


THERE was an oppor-  comed by the Society’s the Stars Organisation for 
tunity to match names to Director, James Loring, Spastics. 
faces and places when 30 and then’ the Senior Our picture shows a | 
: Sears Appeals Officer, Christop- | small party being escorted 
Bee members of the Spastics er Robinson talked on. round the centre by Adrian 
— Pool staff in Bristol made the work of his division. Mitchelmore-Hawkins, son | 
re their way up to London The Society’s Controller of the Manager, Liz Mit- 
i and the Headquarters of 0! Personal Services, Mar- chelmore-Hawkins. Once in 
Seay Spastics Society garet Morgan met them at cook Nancy  Abbott’s 
z fa ee : ae the: Family Services and domain, Doug — Stinch- | 
a. First stopping off point “4 <cescment Centre in Fitz- _ combe, organiser of the | 
s on this return visit follow- roy Square where the work Collectors’ Club could not | 
: 5 . ing a ‘getting-to-know you’ _ of the centre was explained __ resist having a sneak taste 
pe tour of the Bristol head- in detail, before the group of the evening meal. With | 
es quarters of the Pool. by made an out of townexcur- him are Ron Sheppard, ad- | 
q ae Society staff, was 12 Park — sion to Good Neighbours ministration executive and 
Ge: Crescent, the Society's Lon- House in Camberwell, a Shirley Tyler and June Mil- 
re don office. They were wel- residential centre run by _ kins. 
oe 
5 ee E S e ee) | é S bed } 
a CBE for Society’s . nie 
», ee e Health and Handicaps | :. 
Bea Group of the National | ~ cuts h L 
an Director Council of Social Service, A 
ae. ¢ and a member of the 
oo s Cont. from Page 1 Council’s executive com- | bh bi y | 
ia group of private com- mittee. a ies | 
a eS panies he moved to the gig | “Ss | 
if John Lewis Partnership to SUPPORT for the 
become General Manager Spastics Society’s ‘Save 
of -the Waitrose Group. a Baby’ campaign has 
cee It was in 1960 that he Conte thet 
ea joined The Spastics Society rom Stas 
as” its” first full-time workers’ union. 
soe Treasurer. He was quickly Elizabeth Symonds, | 
i> recognised as a man with assistant secretary of the 
re wholehearted dedication Inland Revenue Staff 
a to the Society’s cause, and Federation, writing in the 
. he soon became _ the Federation’s magazine, 
ve Society's first Assistant claimed that babies were | 
ee. Director with respon- being born handicapped as | 
be sibility for the expansion a result of official spend- | 
Pas of social and educational ing cuts. 
_-.__ services. When he left that ‘The cuts are having a | 
ag . post in 1967 to become terrible and immediate 
a Director of the Society, impact on the facilities 
ae it had 125 schools and available to women at the 
bs centres, and the largest Ken Cooper | time they give birth to their 
re social work department of ,. | babies. 
x any voluntary body in the _The New Year Honour's~| ‘And this _ inevitably 
iy United Kingdom. List’ also brought an award | means more handicapped | 
3 As Director of the fo Kenneth Cooper of | babies being born.’ | 
aS Society. Mr Loring is res- - Lowestoft, Suffolk, who | She added: ‘It will cost. | 
Bie, ponsible to the Executive received the MBE for his 4 jot of money. But there 
7 Council for all the Society’s Services to disabled people | ay6 pot only humanitarian | 
ea activities, and it is due in ™ the town. Mr Cooper, reasons for saving babies 
; no small measure to his | Who is himself a spastic, is fom handicap. There are 
3 leadership that the organi- 4 well-known figure m= also sound economic 
= sation continues to grow, Society circles nationally, ones. . 
is to pioneer new ideas for aS he is Secretary of the 
2 the care and treatment of Association: of 62 Clubs, Mi B {| ° 
the handicapped itself, and Which peoeides social one ISS Dell IS 
fae to encourage the statutory recreational activities for ° : 
mee pathos to make better. handicapped people. He in charge / 
aye provision. is also Chairman of the — FOR the past 10 years physio- 
A He is internationally Ness Pointers Club, the °62 therapist at the Scottish Coun- | 
2% known for his work for the | Club in Lowestoft. By pro- | cil for Spastics outpatients’ | 
‘2 handicapped and in Sep- fession he is a librarian, is eee ~ Sp: sors 
Pi erie ae nar mid de tr enn | 
; appointed President of the In 1974, Mr Cooper Woll' | School, Miss Elma’ Bell: has_| 
ra International Cerebral the third prize in the | been appointed the Council's 
Palsy Society. Mr Loring — Society’s national Achieve- | superintendent _physiothera- 


is also Chairman of the pist for the East of Scotland, 


ment Award for spastics, 


TV show) 
helps 
German 
Paeasiles 
victims 


MAGPIE, the children’s 
television programme, is 
donating the proceeds of 
its 1978 Christmas 
Appeal to help- those 
children and young 
people who suffer from 
the dual handicap of 
deafness and blindness 
as a result of their 
mothers contracting 
German Measles early in 
pregnancy. 

The money raised by 
the Appeal will be used 
to set up a centre for the 
Association of -Deat/ 
Blind and Rubella Han- 
dicapped, which will 
provide a teaching unit, 
toy library, resources 
centre and _— short-stay 
facility for children. 


Aware 
Magpie hopes that the 
publicity from the 


Appeal will make even 
more people aware of 
the need for all women 
of child-bearing age to 
be vaccinated against 
German Measles. 

It was The Spastics 
Society which first took 
the major initiative ‘in 
warning women of the 
possible consequences of 
catching German 
Measles during the early 
months of pregnancy. 

Because of the epi- 
demic figures for the 
spring and summer of 
1978 and because of the 
Government’s failure te 
take — effective action, 
The Spastics Society 
launched a massive 
circulation advertising 
campaign last Novem- 
ber, urging women to 
seek vaccination: as a 
preventive measure, 


Tests 


The ads told women 
they could be tested 
first to see if they were 
already immune. 
Women were also told 
that if there was any 
doubt, a pregnancy test 
should be taken prior to 
vaccination. And a 
strong warning was 
given that after contract- 
ing German Measles, or 
having the vaccination, 
there should be a three 
month waiting period 
before becoming preg- 
nant, 


> quiet 


THERE are many kinds 
of courage. There’s the 


single act of bravery, 


like rescuing someone 
from drowning, or 


keeping cool and act- : 


ing promptly. in an 
emergency such as fire. 
or a burglary. 


And there's.a quite 
different sort of 
courage of the non- 
dramatic kind. which is 
so often needed. by 
disabled.people in 
order to get through 
the bad days. It’s this 
determination 
which doesn’t always 
get noticed, let alone 
rewarded, but this is 
the kind of courage 
shown by Karen Camp- 
bell from Glasgow, the 
12-year-old | schoolgirl 
in the wheelchair pic- 
tured above, who was 


Special day for 
Spastic swimmers 


THE Lord Mayor and 
Lady Mayoress of Stoke- 
on-Trent, Councillor and 
Mrs W. G. Mass, will pre- 
sent medals to handicapped 
men, women and children 
competing in the Spastics 
National Swimming Gala 
to be held at the Fenton 
Manor Swimming Pool, 
Victoria Road, Fenton, 
Stoke-onTrent, on Saturday 

qe ¥ 


January 13. 

Events will include one 
length with aids, two widths 
with aids. one length free 
front, one length free back. 


two lengths free front-and two 
relay races. 

Swimming is excellent exer- 
cise for handicapped people 
as they are able to experience 
the freedom of movement in 
the water that they are nor- 
mally denied. 


Own magazine as (0 : 
of a handful of brave 


at a special service — 
Westminster Abbey | 
eee ce he was = 


‘at ee Evie of fords 
was a great day, 
Karen, 

The golden bird set 
_Perspex—‘‘a lovely award” 
—according — to ( 
mother, 


Sal 


possessions. : 
Karen has had majo 
surgery throughout her life. 
She cannot move her legs 
and has only limited use of - 
her arms, plus a_ spinal — 
disease which makes even 
ae painful. 


| 4EQ. Tel: 01-636 5020. 


SPASTICS NEWS) 


Published by The Spasties 
Society. 
Editor: Sheila Jenner. 
Editorial office: The Spas-- 
tics Society, 12 Park 
Crescent, London W1N 


Advertising representative: 
Renee MacNeil, ips 
as above. 

The views expressed ee 
Spastics- News are not 
necessarily those of Th 
Spastics Society. 


Printed by F. J. ie 
sons, Observer Building 
Cambridge Road, Hh 
ings, Sussex, 


